Daphne’s day at the vet – what to expect when you leave your pet with us for surgery
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Admission

Consent is obtained from Daphne’s
owners. An estimate of cost is also
given and all necessary information
is gathered.
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Pre-procedure

A physical exam is performed, along
with any necessary bloods.
Then it’s snuggle time in her own
kennel with complimentary bedding
and water.
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Pre-medication

This is a mild sedative injection given
into Daphne’s muscle. This calms her,
provides pain relief and semi-sedates
her prior to her procedure.

NOTE:

NOTE:

We try to be as accurate as we can with
the estimate but, due to the nature of
our work, please be aware it is not an
exact quote.

If Daphne was just needing a sedation for
her procedure it is a higher dose than a
pre-med, however still provides the same
calming and pain relief effect.

As we have many patients to admit,
we ask that you arrive between
8:15am-8:30am or let us know if you
are running late.
Please make sure to keep your phone
on you for emergencies.
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Anaesthesia

A small patch is shaved on Daphne’s
leg to gain IV access.
Anaesthetic drugs are passed
through the IV until she is
anaesthetised.
A tube is then passed into her airway
to enable oxygen and maintenance
anaesthetic gas to keep Daphne
anaesthetised during her procedure.
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Procedure Prep
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Precedure

Once anaesthetised the area
being operated on will be shaved
and cleaned.

This is a sterile area. The vet is
suitably gloved and gowned to
prevent dirt and infection in the
theatre during the procedure.

NOTE:

Daphne will be attached to monitors.

The size of the shaved area needs to be
wide enough to maintin sterility. So don’t
be alarmed by a large shaved patch, the
hair will grow back.

A nurse is with her the whole time,
recording rates so any changes
can be noted quickly and levels
of anaesthesia can be altered as
needed.

This step is not always involved in every
procedure e.g. dentals, x-rays.

Daphne will be receiving intravenous
fluids to help with blood circulation
through the body.
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Recovery

When the procedure is finished
Daphne is removed from the
anaesthetic and placed back into
her bed.
A nurse is with her until she has come
around from the anaesthetic and the
tube in her airway is removed.
She is then checked on regularly
until she is fully aware of where she
is and standing/sitting up.
NOTE:
Once patients are in recovery owners
will be called and given an update on
how things have gone and a discharge
time organised.
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Discharge

This is an appointment made later in
the day.
It allows our vets/nurses to discuss
with owners any post-operative care
Daphne may need e.g. medications
that need to be given, stitches,
feeding etc.
NOTE:
As we have many patients to send
home, we ask that owners show up on
time, or let us know they may be late.
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Home

Once home if there are any
concerns, worries or issues you
can call us (07 348 2152) or make
an appointment to have your pet
checked over.
In roughly 1–2 days we do like
to give families post-procedure
phone calls.
These are to check how things
are going and allow another
opportunity to ask any questions
families may have.

